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Annual Meeting of Brewers and Chemists in Golden, Colorado
The Rocky Mountain District of the Master Brewers Association of the Americas held its annual joint meeting with the American Association of Brewing Chemists, Wild West District, at the MillerCoors Brewing Company in Golden, Colorado on November 6.  The number of attending brewers, chemists, home brewers, suppliers and guests exceeded 110.  It was a great time for all to meet with friends, business associates, to create new relationships and share in the camaraderie that is the cornerstone of both organizations.
District President Jeff Biegert, New Belgium Brewing Co., presided over the business meeting.  He opened it with the sad news of the death of MBAA member Matt Luhr, Head Brewer Dillon Dam Brewery, Dillon, Colo., in late October.  He recalled the recent memories we had of Matt as the gracious host of our Out-of-Towner Technical Meeting at his brewery this past September.  In honor of his memory, the meeting was dedicated to him.  In the business meeting President Biegert and various committee chairs reported on the district’s continued membership growth and its excellent health and financial status.  The membership agreed to create a scholarship to the MBAA Brewing and Malting Science Course to be awarded to a deserving and qualified member.  Also, the district will for the third time sponsor one member’s attendance at the annual Rocky Mountain Microbrewing Symposium to be held in Colorado Springs, CO in February 2009  
Dr. David Ryder, Vice President, Brewing and Research, MillerCoors Brewing Co. gave the evening’s technical presentation, The Bitter, Twisted Truth of the Hop.  Dr. Ryder, known affectionately throughout the industry as “Dr. Bubbles,” focused his talk on the fifty years of work done by various persons, companies, organizations and universities to unlock hop chemistry.  The topics that he elaborated on were characterization of bittering acids, improved hop utilization, light stability, organic-solvent-free hop extracts, bitterness intensity, foam improvement, flavor and flavor stability, and antimicrobial properties.  His thorough and entertaining delivery of the basic concepts and chemistry for each subject was enlightening for all.
The District and its members are grateful to the MillerCoors Brewing Company for hosting the meeting and especially to the district’s technical co-chairman, Toby Eppard, for arranging MillerCoors’s sponsorship.  Thanks are also due to those who provided gifts for the evening’s closing raffle – Anheuser-Busch, Inc. Fort Collins, Brewers Supply, Emerson Micro Motion, MillerCoors Brewing Co., and New Belgium Brewing Co.
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Speaker.JPG: President, Jeff Biegert (New Belgium Brewing Co.),Technical Co-Chairman, Finn Knudsen (Beverage Consult, Intl.), Speaker, Dr. David Ryder (MillerCoors Brewing Co.) and Technical Co-Chairman, Toby Eppard (MillerCoors Brewing Co.)
Bus Group.JPG: Members of the northern Colorado MBAA Rocky Mountain contingent (Anheuser-Busch, Avery, Bighorn, New Belgium, Odell, Pitchers and Pumphouse breweries) enjoying each other’s beer on the bus to Golden
Tour Group.JPG: A contingent of ASBC and MBAA members touring the MillerCoors brewhouse Golden, Colo.
